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 The Idaho Forest Practices Act Advisory 
Committee (FPAAC) and IDL have been working 
for a decade to modify the streamside retention 
rules in accordance with post-audit 
recommendations made by IDEQ.
◦ Idaho’s Non-Point Source Water Quality MOU between 

IDEQ, FS, BLM and IDL define the process through 
which forestry-related water quality BMPs need to be 
modified.
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 In the 2000 quadrennial water quality audit, three 
issues were raised with respect to the current 
rules on shade and retention within Class I SPZs:
◦ There is no minimum requirement for shade.
◦ There is no clear scientific basis or explanation for the 

relationship between the tree retention requirements 
and production of LWD or shade.
◦ As currently written, the shade rule allows repeated, 

“rapid fire” re-entry.



 IDEQ recommendations to FPAAC after the 2004 
Audit: 
◦ “…shade rule needs to be better quantified to insure 

that stream temperatures are not adversely impacted 
as a result of harvest … suggested that additional 
applied research …be reviewed as to the applicability 
in Idaho setting”.
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FPAAC and IDL  used simulation modeling, informed 
by IDL inventory data from throughout Idaho, to 

calculate average shade levels produced by stands 
from five forest types harvested to different buffer 

widths and residual stocking levels.
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http://www.idl.idaho.gov/adminrule/forest_practices_rulemaking.html


