Technical Guidance Manual

Table 2-11 shows drainfield setbacks from cutoff trenches based on percent slope. In Table 2-11,
each split cell shows the drainfield depth requirement in the upper left and the minimum setback
distance in the lower right. Effective soil depths for drainfields must meet requirements in Table
2-6 and Table 2-7.

Table 2-11. Setbacks of drainfield from cutoff trench based on percent slope.

Depth of Cutoff Trench (feet)

Slope
0,
(%) 3 Z 5 6 7 8 9 10
5 05-3 15-4 25-4 35-4 4 4 4 4
50 50 50 50 61 815 100 120
10 0-3 0-4 0-4 1-4 2-4 3-4 4 4
305 405 50 50 50 50 50 61
15 0-3 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 05-4 15-4 25-4
18 25 32 39 45 50 50 50
20 0-3 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4
14 195 245 295 345 395 445 50
25 0-3 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4
115 16 195 235 275 315 35 39.5
3045 |0-3 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4
95 13 16.5 195 23 26.5 30 33

Note: Split cells show drainfield installation depth requirements in the upper left and minimum setback distance in
the lower right.

Each split cell in Table 2-11 shows the installation depth required to maintain the drainfield
below the level of the cutoff trench. Drainfield setback distances are a function of slope. As the
slope increases, the separation distance is reduced. The risk of septic tank effluent being
intercepted by the cutoff trench decreases as the slope increases, which enables reduced
setbacks at higher slopes.
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