
Washington’s TMDL Process

Where do we go from here?



Washington’s TMDL Process
Ecology performs a 
study to determine 
how much pollution 
needs to be reduced

The advisory group helps 
Ecology develop a basic 
implementation strategy

The study results & 
implementation strategy form 

the TMDL Report which is 
submitted to EPA for approval.

A Water Quality Implementation 
Plan is created that describes:

• who will do what by when
• timelines to achieve standards
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Two Implementation Plans?

Implementation 
Strategy

Summary of 
actions that could be 

used to reduce 
temperature

Implementation Plan

Explanation
of who is going to do 

what, when and 
where.



Two Implementation Plans?
Implementation Strategy

• Introduction
• What needs to be done
• Who needs to participate
• What’s the schedule for 

achieving water quality 
standards

• Reasonable assurances
• Adaptive management
• Monitoring progress
• Potential funding sources
• Summary of public 

involvement
• Next steps

Implementation Plan
• What will be done?

– Sources & organizational 
actions, goals & schedules

– Adaptive management
• Funding opportunities
• Measuring progress toward 

goals
– Performance measures & 

targets
– Effectiveness monitoring 

plan
• Reasonable assurance
• Summary of public 

involvement
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Where Do We Go From Here?

• Ecology will develop an implementation strategy 
with stakeholders 

• TetraTech will include the strategy in the next 
draft TMDL

• Technical Team to incorporate changes as a 
result of comments to the TMDL

• Ecology will perform internal reviews of the draft
• Ecology will make any necessary changes to 

the TMDL
• States release Draft TMDL for public comment


