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Idaho Water Quality Standards

• US Clean Water Act
• Idaho DEQ Primacy
• Idaho Legislature Adopted
• EPA Approved
• http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rule

s/idapa58/0102.pdf

http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0102.pdf
http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0102.pdf


Oct 26, 2006 3

Idaho Water
Quality Standards

Beneficial Uses Criteria

Aquatic Life
Salmonid
Spawning

Cold Water
Aquatic Life

Recreation

Water
Supply

Water
Temperature (less

than 22C)
Numeric

Domestic Water
Supply

Others

Primary Contact
Recreation

Special Resource
Waters

Free from Excess
Sediment Narrative

Secondary
Contact

Recreation

less than
120 E. coli

Free from
radioactive
materials

Numeric

Numeric
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Beneficial Uses

• Aquatic Life
– Cold Water Aquatic Life
– Salmonid Spawning
– Seasonal Cold Water 

Aquatic Life
– Warm Water Aquatic Life
– Modified Aquatic Life

• Recreation
– Primary Contact 

Recreation
– Secondary Contact 

Recreation

• Water Supply
– Domestic Water Supply
– Agricultural Water 

Supply
– Industrial Water Supply

• Wildlife Habitats
• Aesthetics
• Special Resource 

Waters
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Designated/Existing/Presumed Uses
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General Criteria

• Narrative 
– Hazardous
– Toxic
– Deleterious
– Radioactive
– Excess Nutrients
– Oxygen Demanding 

Materials
– Sediment

• Numeric
– pH (6.5 – 9.0)
– TDG (110% 

saturation)
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Numeric Criteria for Toxic Substances
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Use Specific Criteria

• Cold Water Aquatic 
Life
– Dissolved Oxygen > 

6.0 mg/L
– Max temp 22C(71.6F)

or less
– Avg temp 19C(66.2F)

or less
– Ammonia

• Salmonid Spawning
– Intergravel Dissolved 

Oxygen
– Max temp 13C(55.4F) 

or less
– Avg temp 9C(48.2F) or 

less
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Natural Conditions Provision 

• Temperature only
• Pre-human disturbance condition
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Pend Oreille River

• Designated
– Cold Water Aquatic Life
– Primary Contact Recreation
– Domestic Water Supply

• Criteria
– Free From – Nutrients/Sediment
– Temperature
– Dissolved Oxygen
– Total Dissolved Gas
– Toxics - Metals
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