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Water Quality & TMDLs 

• Little North Fork Coeur d’Alene River and 
tributaries impaired by sediment, 
temperature, and alterations of flow and 
habitat.  

• Westslope cutthroat trout, sculpin, and other 
aquatic life affected.  

• Causes are primarily legacy effects of past 
practices.  



Sediment TMDL Streams 

Little North Fork CdA R.  



Water Quality & TMDLs 

• Sediment TMDLs approved by EPA in 2002 set 
allocations and identified reductions needed.  

• Temperature TMDLs approved by EPA in 2014.  

• Moose Drool project developed by Forest 
Service between 2010-2012, decision signed 
in 2012.  

• Now, in 4th year of implementation.  

• Supported by WAG. 



Where is it? 



What is it? 

•Watershed Restoration Project to: 

• Assess,  

• Plan, and   

• Improve the ecological conditions of the upper 
Little North Fork Coeur d’Alene River.  



Why do it? 

• Reestablishing structure and function of 
ecosystem, including natural diversity 

• Restoring resilient ecosystems  

• Streams do not meet water quality standards 

• High priority for watershed restoration  

• Forest Plan direction 



Roads and Crossings 

STRESSORS 



Riparian Roads 

STRESSORS 



Riparian Harvest 

STRESSORS 



Railway/Dike 

STRESSORS 



Dispersed and  
Illegal Recreation 

STRESSORS 



How is it implemented? 

• Roads within 300 ft. of streams recontoured 

• Crossings excavated and culverts removed 

• Remainder of road prism waterbarred 

• Floodplain restoration including dike removal 

• Large woody debris placement 

• Stream channel modification 





Before 

After 

• Crossing excavation  
• Culvert removal 
• Large woody debris 

placement 



Before 

After 

• Road 
decommissioning 

• Recontour 
• Large woody 

debris placement 



By the Numbers… 
Project Metrics for 2012 - 2015 

Miles of Road Decommissioned 97 miles 

Miles of Road Fully Recontoured 51 miles 

Miles of Stream Habitat Enhanced (2014 only) 26 miles 

Miles of Floodplain Restored (2014 only) 3.4 miles 

Large Woody Debris Pieces >1,800 

Excavated Channel Crossings 141 

Recontoured Headwater Swales 123 

Local jobs (2014 only) 65 contractors on site 

Pieces of Heavy Equipment Rented Locally 
(2014) 

26  ($470,000) 

Overall Contract Costs $2,048,900 



Before & After 



Public Engagement 

• North Idaho Fly Casters 2015 Annual 
Conservation Festival, Tree Planting & BBQ 

• Supported by WAG 

• >80 volunteers, all ages 





Public Engagement 

• WAG field tour, July 2015 

• Invited members of WAG, Panhandle Forest 
Collaborative working group, and Restoration 
Partnership 

 





Load Reductions 
• Temperature – now on track to reach targets 

• Sediment  

– Chronic and episodic loading reduced 60-99% 
from treated roads 

– One estimate: 350 tons/year 

Future 
• Work still needed:  

– Stream channel work 

– Road relocation (FR1532) 



 

Thank you 


