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Harmful Algal Blooms

®* Definition, appearance, and cause
® Regulations and criteria

®* Idaho DEQ monitoring and response

Harmful Algal Blooms = HABs
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What Are Harmful Algal Blooms?

Cyanobacteria, commonly referred to as
blue-green algae, occur naturally in marlne
and freshwater systems v

Photosynthetic bacteria

Single cells or colonies

Rapid, excessive cyanobacteria
growth is commonly referred to as a “bloom”




Where are HABs Found?

In freshwater systems, blooms most commonly
form in still or slow-moving water

Usually located near the shorelines of lakes
and reservoirs R

Typically occur during
summer and fall






