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May 23, 2016

Director John Tippets

DEQ State Office
Conference Center

1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho

RE: Docket No. 58-0101-1601 - DRAFT Rules for Air Quality
Dear Director Tippets:

On behalf of the Idaho Eastern-Oregon Seed Association and its 105 seed company and affiliate
business members we express our sincere thanks and appreciation to you and the Department
for allowing Negotiated Rulemaking to take place over the EPA’s recent tightening of Ozone
Standards. As you know these new standards if applied at face-value would result in less burn
days for the Industry. As an organization whose membership contracts with seed producers
who need fire as a tool to maintain a viable crop these new standards would cripple certain
segments of the Industry (e.g. bluegrass seed production).

We are hopeful that the ongoing discussions through the Rulemaking process result in a net
increase in the number of burn days for producers. We are also aware that environmental
concerns around the table wish to reduce the amount of PM 2.5 from 75% to 65% as
compensation for the 90% proposal for ozone standards. We view this as a good compromise
and one that we can be in support of as long as:

1) We are comparing apples to apples with an increase in ozone standards and a
decrease in PM 2.5 reductions.

2) We don’t go below a 65% compromise for PM 2.5.

3) We don’t go below a 90% compromise for ozone.

We are also hopeful that while Rules and Legislation are being reviewed and considered by the

2017 Legislature that:
1) EPA will allow the current crop residue disposal standards to exist for the 2017

production season; or
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2) EPA will allow the grass seed industry an exemption to the new standards for the
2017 production season while the new standards are being developed into the State
of Idaho’s Implementation Plan. This would prevent significant economic damage to
grass seed producers by allowing them the use of fire as a tool for grass seed
production.

Thank you very much for your attention to this letter and for your consideration of our
recommendations and requests.

Sincerely,
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Roger Batt, Executive Director
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