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Dear Paula Wilson,

Proposed rule changes in Docket No. 58-0101-1601 do not reflect new research on ozone's effect on
human health and should be withdrawn.

  The current rules already work to protect public health while also allowing farmers to burn crop
residue.

The EPA and leading medical groups and organizations are learning more about ozone and its harmful
effects to human health. Based on this research, DEQ should enact more protective measures, not
weaken the protections we now have.

DEQ’s proposed rule changes breach the collaborative agreement reached in 2008. The Crop Residue
Burning Advisory Board—consisting of members from the farming, human health and environmental
communities—reached agreeable terms earlier in 2016.

Research conducted by Washington State University and Oregon State University indicates that
economically viable alternatives are available to farmers. These alternatives reduce or eliminate the
need for burning.

Please withdraw the proposed rule changes in adherence of the DEQ's mission of protecting people and
the environment.

Sincerely,

Shannon Mitchell

Shannon Mitchell
2118 Browning Way
Sandpoint, ID 83864
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