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Living Machine 

 

Abstract:  

Discussion on design, installation, regulatory coordination, permitting and ongoing 

operations for the Living Machine onsite wastewater treatment system at the Port of 

Portland Headquarters building 

 

 

Professional Background:  

Daniel Gilkison 

Dan has a BS Civil & Environmental Engineering from Oregon State University. 

He has over 18 years professional experience in the Civil Engineering field, ranging from 

transportation related projects as well as commercial, industrial and residential 

developments.  In addition, he has 11+ years at the Port of Portland, managing Civil 

Engineering group working on a variety of projects from Airfield Runway and Taxiway 

improvements, to Marine Terminal and Airport projects, including Long Term Parking 

Garage and Port Headquarters building.    

 

Dorothy Sperry 

Dorothy has a BS in Zoology from Montana State University and a MS in Environmental 

Engineering from University of Southern California. She has 30 years professional 

experience in water resource management and environmental-related work ranging from 

wildlife studies, environmental consulting, and managing environmental work on major 

transportation construction projects to managing environmental programs at the Port of 

Portland including administration of the Port’s Environmental Management System (15 

years with the Port of Portland). 
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