
Use Designation/Use Attainability 
Without a Use Currently Designated in Rule 

Attainable use may be 
more stringent than 
exists.  

No 

No 

Do a UAA to 
determine what use is 
attainable. 

State may not designate use 
less than attainable. 

Is there a cause (per 40 CFR 
131.10(g)) that prevents 
attainment of the 
fishable/swimmable goal? 

Yes Document use 
limitation. 

Use Attainability 
Analysis  (UAA) 

Does existing use meet or 
exceed “fishable/ 
swimmable” goal of the 
Clean Water Act?  

State has prerogative to 
define and protect use 
sub-categories 

State proposes new use:  
existing, attainable, or sub-
category  

Public 
notice 

State must designate 
existing use 

Option

Yes

Change water quality rules 
to reflect use and 
associated criteria 

What use exists now or 
has existed since Nov 28, 
1975? 



Use Designation/Use Attainability 
With a Use Currently Designated in Rule 

Attainable use may be 
more stringent than 
exists. 

No 

No 

Do a UAA to 
determine what use is 
attainable. 

State may not designate use 
less than attainable. 

Is there a cause (per 40 CFR 
131.10(g)) that prevents 
attainment of the designated use?

Yes Document use 
limitation. 

Use Attainability 
Analysis (UAA) 

Does the existing use meet 
or exceed the designated 
use?  

State has prerogative to 
define and protect use 
sub-categories. 

State proposes use change: 
existing, attainable, sub-
category  

Public 
notice 

If exceeds, state 
must designate 
existing use. 

Option

Yes

Change water quality rules 
to reflect use change. 

What use exists now or 
has existed since Nov 28, 
1975? 


