
Pend Oreille RiverPend Oreille River
PhosphorusPhosphorus

presented Pend Oreille River 
Watershed Advisory Group

Phosphorus Subgroup meeting 
December 10, 2008

Robert Steed



Introductions and WAG roles



Watershed Advisory Group Basics

• Advisory Group to Idaho DEQ and Designated 
Management Agencies

• DEQ prescribed by law to consult with WAG 
on data, listing issues, TMDL development 
process

• Community objectives
• Subcommittee to BAG, local control
• Public also has opportunity to provide 

comments 
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Operating Procedures

• Last reviewed 
October 26, 2006

• Can be found on 
PDO WAG
website:http://www.
deq.idaho.gov/about
/regions/pend_oreill
e_river_tribs_wag/o
perating_procedures
.pdf



Operating Procedures

• Consensus (to a 
point)

• Informal Rules of 
Order

• Absentee Votes
• Quorum (50%)
• Affiliation

• Meetings (1 mo.)
• Agenda (1 week)
• Idaho Open Meeting 

Law



Tri-State Water Quality Council, Ruth Watkins12. Other2

Pend Oreille Conservation District, Don Cumins11. Other1

Pend Oreille Public Utility District, Pat Buckley

Seattle City Light, Christine Pratt; Alan Solonsky (alternate)10. Other industry

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kent Easthouse

Idaho Dept. of Lands, Bill Love/Tom Johnson

U. S. Forest Service, Tom Shuhda, Colville National Forest9. Regulatory and 
management agencies

[2]8. Water-based recreation

Trout Unlimited, Pam Aunan7. Environmental

Todd Johnson6. Agriculture/ Livestock

Riley Creek Lumber Company, Marc Brinkmeyer; Glenda Empsall (alternate)5. Timber

Pend Oreille Mine (TeckCominco), Kevin Kinsella4. Mining

[1]3. Tribes

Pend Oreille County, Jim Marthaller, Commissioner 

Southside Sewer District, Gary Westcott, Chairman

Bonner County, Clare Marley, County Planner2. Local government

Ponderay Newsprint Company, Lori Blau

City of Newport, Ray King, City Administrator

City of Dover, Randy Curliss, Mayor; Maggie Becker, Councilwoman (alternate)

City of Priest River, William Mullaley, Mayor

City of Sandpoint, Kody VanDyk, Director of Public Works 1. Point source discharger

RepresentativeMembership Category

PDO WAG Appointed Members (as of 12/08)



WAG Information

• Robert Steed, Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality (208) 769-1422

• The DEQ Pend Oreille Watershed website 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/about/regions/pe
nd_oreille_river_tribs_wag/index.cfm is the 
primary source for information about the 
Pend Oreille Watershed Advisory Group 
(WAG).

• Sign up for E-mail Updates





Questions?Questions?



Integrated Report



1972 Clean Water Act, Water Quality Cycle

Clean Water Act
Section 303

Define and Allocate
Control Responsibilities

(TMDL/WLA/LA)

Establish Source
Controls

(Point Source, NPS)

Monitor and
Enforce Compliance

(Self Monitoring,
Agency Monitoring)

Measure
Progress

Determine
Protection Level

(EPA Criteria/State WQS)

Conduct WQ
Assessment

(Identify Impaired
Waters)

Set Priorities
(Rank/Target
Waterbodies)

Evaluate Appropriateness
of WQS for Specific

Waters
(Reaffirm WQS



Clean Water Act

• Section 305(b)
– “305(b) report”
– Biannual
– Water Quality Report 

to Congress
– Status of all streams

• Section 303(d)
– “the list”, “to delist”, 

“on the list”
– Biannual
– List of impaired 

Streams to Congress
– Streams that require a 

SBA and possibly 
TMDL



Why develop an 
Integrated Report?

• The report serves as a guide for developing 
and implementing Subbasin Assessments and 
TMDL to protect beneficial uses while 
achieving federal and state water quality 
standards.

• The report informs Congress and the public 
about water quality conditions.

• The report assists in priority rankings for 
waters on the lists and develop and 
implementation strategies for these waters.

• Legal requirement under CWA



Integrated Report Categories 

4c

4b Other pollution control requirements are reasonably expected to result 
in the attainment of the water quality standard in the near future.





1994 1996 1998 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1994 303(d) List 2002
Integrated
Report

1996 303(d) List 2008 (04/06)
Integrated
Report

1998 303(d) List

2004 Draft
Assessments
Completed

Waterbody
Assessment
Guidance Developed

Integrated Report
Guidance Released
by EPA 2006/2008 Draft

Assessments
Completed



Idaho Water Quality Standards

• US Clean Water Act
• Idaho DEQ Primacy
• Idaho Legislature Adopted
• EPA Approved
• http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/

idapa58/0102.pdf



Idaho Water
Quality Standards

Beneficial Uses Criteria

Aquatic Life
Salmonid
Spawning

Cold Water
Aquatic Life

Recreation

Water
Supply

Water
Temperature (less

than 22C)
Numeric

Domestic Water
Supply

Others

Primary Contact
Recreation

Special Resource
Waters

Free from Excess
Sediment Narrative

Secondary
Contact

Recreation

less than
120 E. coli

Free from
radioactive
materials

Numeric

Numeric



Steps for Public Participation

• 45-day call for public data; open 
interactive Integrated Report Web site; 
Take Comment on the Policies and 
Procedures Document

• Draft Integrated Report completed; 
begin 60 Day public comment period

• Final Integrated Report delivered to 
EPA



Designated/Existing/Presumed Uses





ALUS (pass
or fail)

Aquatic
Insects

Habitat Fish

Full Support
Not Full
Support

WQS
Criteria (pass

or fail)
Water

Column
Chemistry

Physical
Properties

BioAssessment

Waterbody Assessment Guidance



Steps for Public Participation

1. 45-day call for public data; open interactive 
Integrated Report Web site; Take Comment 
on the Policies and Procedures Document 
(2004, 2006, and January 9, 2008)

2. Draft Integrated Report completed; begin 60 
Day public comment period (January 9, 
2008)

3. Final Integrated Report delivered to EPA 
(July 2008)

4. Approval Pending



Questions?Questions?



Pend Oreille River Listing and 
Priority Status
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Pend Oreille River Listing 
Status



2002 Integrated 
§303(d)/§305(b) Report 

Current, EPA approved Integrated 
Report







Draft 2008 Integrated 
§303(d)/§305(b) Report 
State of Idaho Integrated Report, 
Submitted to EPA in July 2008 for 

Approval





Priority
• New rotating schedule as 

outlined in Integrated 
Report Procedures and 
Policies document

• Pend Oreille River 
Segments are “High 
Priority when listed in 
2009”



2008 Integrated 
Report also 

includes Public 
Participation 

Section



How to change listing status

• Participate Subbasin Assessment /WAG
• Participate in Panhandle BAG
• Participate in 2010 Integrated Report

– Acquire data
– Submit data and justification for change 

during 45 day “call for public data” period
– Review and comment on draft Integrated 

Report during 60 day “public review” period



Questions?Questions?



Sub-basin Assessments and 
TMDLs



1972 Clean Water Act, Water Quality Cycle

Clean Water Act
Section 303

Define and Allocate
Control Responsibilities

(TMDL/WLA/LA)

Establish Source
Controls

(Point Source, NPS)

Monitor and
Enforce Compliance

(Self Monitoring,
Agency Monitoring)

Measure
Progress

Determine
Protection Level

(EPA Criteria/State WQS)

Conduct WQ
Assessment

(Identify Impaired
Waters)

Set Priorities
(Rank/Target
Waterbodies)

Evaluate Appropriateness
of WQS for Specific

Waters
(Reaffirm WQS



Subbasin Assessment 
(for the most part see 2001 TMDL)

• Watershed Characterization
– Physical/Biological/Cultural Characteristics

• Water Quality Concerns and Status
– Impaired Waters, WQ Standards…

• Pollutant Source Inventory
– Existing Conditions

• Past and Present Pollution Control 
Efforts



Total Maximum Daily Load

MOSLAWLATMDL 

A TMDL is a calculation of the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a water body can receive from human-caused 
sources and still meet water quality standards.

TMDL



IDEQ Approach

• BAG and WAG Process
• Settlement Agreement Schedule
• 58 Subbasins Statewide, 14 (10) in 

North Idaho Region
• 5 year review cycle





SBA/TMDL Steps



For more 
informationhttp://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/data_reports/surface_

water/tmdls/overview.cfm

Questions?Questions?


